PRODUCERS JND CONSUMERS
sumer, go through as few hands as possible. That is to,
say, in order to fulfil an economic function which is to
bring real wealth to the consumer, as few intermediaries
as possible are employed. Subordinated to this general
tendency, other considerations play their part, which may
have in practice an even greater importance. The eco-
nomic crisis causes a continual reduction in purchasing
power and obliges the consumer either to restrict or
completely to abandon his consumption. The producer
complains in turn that he is unable to sell his products
except at a loss. Both believe that the relatively small
number of persons who act as intermediaries between
them are those who suffer the least from present con-
ditions.
If they could be eliminated no great social danger
would result, since their number is relatively limited, and
if the part which they play could be more adequately
filled without them than by them, doing without them
is a step in the direction of rationalised economy. More-
over, since their profit would go either to the consumer
or the producer, the purchasing power of the first and
the profits of the second would be increased, and the
result would be a stimulus to industry.
Consequently, one must not see in these efforts to
establish direct relations between consumer and producer,
a spirit hostile to trade. It is an error to regard this
movement simply as an attack on the profits of the trader.
It should be perfectly clear already to any informed person,
that in what is called "middlemen's profits," which com-
merce claims for itself, is included a whole series of costs,
in particular payment for services which are indispensable
to the transit of goods. It is only what remains after these
charges have been subtracted which can be considered as
profit,
According to the principles which they adopt, men
decide in what measure profit may or may not be
recognised as justifiable. But the experiments with which
we deal here and which were made in order to establish
airect relations^ were not based in the first instance on a